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ANNUAL MEETING, APRIL, 1920. 

THE annual meeting was held on Thursday, the 8th instant, 
at three o'clock, p. m. In the absence of the President, 
and of the first Vice-President, the second Vice-President, 
Mr. Rhodes, occupied the chair. 

The record of the last meeting was read and approved. 

The Librarian reported the deposit by Mrs. Nicholas P. T. 
Burke, of Milton, of a Baskerville Bible, 1771, owned by Paul 
Revere, her ancestor, containing his family record in his own 
handwriting. 

The Cabinet-Keeper reported the following accessions: 

From Mr. C. P. Greenough, a collection of American, English, 
and French engraved portraits. 

From Dr. John W. Farlow, a number of engravings. 

From James W. Reardon, a medal in silver presented by the 
Boston Sunday Advertiser in the Washington Franklin Essay Com- 
petition, founded in 1920, in recognition of literary merit and general 
excellence. 

From Edward Gray, a 63^ cent scrip of the Philadelphia Loan 
Company, July 4, 1837. 

From Fred Joy, a ten cent note of Southbridge, 1862. By ex- 
change, three pieces of Bryan money, three very rare "hard time 
tokens," four medals of the St. Louis Fair, four very rare specimens 
of Bolen's work, the Assay Medal of 1874, the medal of the 
Patent celebration of 1 891, and two replicas of very rare colonial 
coins. 

By purchase: a volume of photographs of members of "The 
Club" Boston, 1818. 

The Corresponding Secretary reported the receipt of a 
letter from Endicott Peabody Saltonstall, of Newton, accepting 
his election as a Resident Member of the Society. 

The Editor reported the following accessions of manuscripts: 

By gift: from Mrs. F. Gordon Dexter, a merchant's ledger, 
accompanied by the following note: 
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171 Commonwealth A\tenue, Boston, Massachusetts, 

March 21, 1920. 
Worthington C. Ford, Esq., 

You did me the favor last week of coming to my house to see an 
Account Book kept from 1 735-1756, by Gardiner Greene, the 
Father of my Mother, Martha Babcock Greene-Amory. 

You will now do me a greater favor if you will allow me, through 
you, to make a Gift of this Book to the Massachusetts Historical 
Society, as you have assured me it would be valued there. 
Believe me yours very sincerely and in deep memories, 

Susan Greene Amory Dexter. 

The volume is of great interest in itself for its record of commodities, 
prices and other items of economic interest, and also gives the names 
of many prominent Bostonians of that day and their dealings with 
Mr. Greene. The volume is notable for the beautiful penmanship 
and its perfect condition. 

From Mrs. Charles P. Coffin (Grace Parkman) a series of letters 
from Adolph Francis Alphonse Bandelier to her father, Francis 
Parkman, upon subjects connected with his histories. 

From Dr. Arthur W. H. Eaton transcripts of a large number 
of letters of the Byles family obtained by him from Halifax, Nova 
Scotia, together with his notes on the correspondence and on the 
family. 

From Charles E. Goodspeed a bill of sale, 1699, of Robert Lattimer 
of New London, Connecticut, for the sloop Swan, and a bill of sale, 
1703, of James Barton, ropemaker of Boston, for one-eighth of the 
brigateen Friends^ Adventure. 

From Miss Eleanor Hassam, of Salem, further papers of the 
Hassam and Hilton families. 

The Vice-President announced the death of Andrew McFar- 
land Davis, and sketched briefly his connection with and serv- 
ices for the Society and called upon Mr. Edes, who said: 

Worcester is not alone among our New England towns in 
having had within its borders families which have not only im- 
pressed themselves strongly upon their own community, but 
through several generations have sent forth sons who have oc- 
cupied high public station in other States with honor to the 
Commonwealth and to themselves. We need only recall such 
families as Lincoln, Paine, Salisbury, Chandler, Bancroft and 
Davis, from three of which, at least, our late associate Andrew 
McFarland Davis traced his lineage. 
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A native of Worcester, he was born on the thirtieth of Decem- 
ber, 1833, the son of ** Honest John Davis" and grandson of 
the Reverend Dr. Aaron Bancroft, who married the younger 
daughter of John Chandler the Loyalist, fourth of the name, 
whose sobriquet was '^Tory John." 

After graduating at the Lawrence Scientific School in the 
Class of 1854, Mr. Davis was engaged for a short time in civil 
engineering in the South and the Middle West, where he was 
also connected with railroad interests, especially with Erie, 
and made the first freight schedule used in the United States. 
He then studied law and was admitted to the New York and 
Massachusetts Bars. Later he went to California, and became 
a partner in the business enterprises of his brother, Horace 
Davis, then and subsequently one of the most eminent and 
useful citizens on the Pacific slope. 

While in San Francisco, Mr. Davis was active in municipal 
affairs, especially in connection with the public schools, having 
been President of the Board of Education. At the close of a 
successful business career, about thirty years ago, he returned 
to Massachusetts and settled in Cambridge, which was ever 
after his home. For a few years he was Vice-President of the 
Prudential Fire Insurance Company of New York, having his 
office in Boston. 

After his retirement from active business, Mr. Davis was 
enabled to indulge his natural taste for historical and anti- 
quarian research, and wrote valuable papers on a variety of 
subjects for this and other learned societies and for the Narra- 
tive and Critical History of America. He was especially inter- 
ested in finance and published several volumes on currency 
and banking in Massachusetts, and the origin of the national 
banking system, beside two profusely illustrated monographs 
on Chinese paper money, which he wrote for the American 
Academy. His volume, entitled The Confiscation of John 
Chandler's Estate, published in 1903, elicited much favorable 
comment. Mr. Davis was deeply interested in the history of 
Harvard College, and printed several papers upon subjects con- 
nected therewith. He also made a close study of the early 
records of the University and of the location of the early grants 
and buildings. 

Harvard recognized Mr. Davis's accomplishment in his- 



I920.] ANDREW McFARLAND DAVIS. 1 43 

torical research by conferring upon him the honorary degree of 
Master of Arts, in 1893, and the Harvard Chapter of $ B K 
elected him to honorary membership in 1895. In 1882, he was 
elected a member of the American Antiquarian Society, of 
which he was for nearly twenty years an ofl&cer and for the 
last ten years a Vice-President. At the time of his death his 
name stood third in seniority on the Roll. Mr. Davis joined 
our fellowship in October, 1898, and until his health became 
delicate he was a frequent contributor to our Proceedings. He 
was a Fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, 
and a member of several State and other historical Societies, 
including the Cambridge Historical Society, of which he was 
also Vice-President. 

Mr. Davis was an incorporator of The Colonial Society of 
Massachusetts, and a Vice-President at the time of his death. 
He had served the Society as its first Corresponding Secretary, 
and for twenty-seven years was one of its most active, loyal 
and generous members. 

In two of our older organizations Mr. Davis had an unusual, 
if not a unique, hereditary interest — the Society of $ B K and 
the American Antiquarian Society. His grandfather. Dr. 
Bancroft, of the Harvard Class of 1778, was a classmate of 
Elisha Parmele — to whom was granted the charter for estab- 
lishing at Cambridge the Alpha Chapter of Phi Beta Kappa in 
Massachusetts — and was one of the earliest members of the 
Chapter; his father, Governor Davis (Yale 1812) was a member 
of the Yale Chapter; while the names of his brother Horace 
of the Harvard Class of 1849, ^^ l^is two sons, Bancroft Gherardi 
('85) and Horace Andrew ('91) and of his grandson, Hallowell 
Davis, ('18) were, with his own, borne on the Roll of the Har- 
vard Chapter. Thus, Mr. Davis's immediate family has been, 
through five generations, uninterruptedly in fellowship with 
the Society from its establishment in Massachusetts until 
to-day. Of the Antiquarian Society, Dr. Bancroft was a 
Charter member (181 2) and a Councillor or Vice-President 
for nearly twenty years; Governor Davis, who for a score of 
years had served the Commonwealth with distinction in Con- 
gress, in the United States Senate, and as Governor, was for 
thirty years Councillor, Vice-President and President, until 
his death in 1854; and George Bancroft, Mr. Davis's uncle. 
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long honored the position of Vice-President of the Society, 
which, as already mentioned, our late associate held at the 
time of his decease on the twenty-ninth of March. Mr. Davis's 
elder brother, John Chandler Bancroft Davis, a prominent 
figure in the Tribunal of Arbitration at Geneva, was also a 
member. 

Mr. Davis's personality was striking and remarkable, and 
while, like most strong characters, he had many staunch and 
devoted friends, strangers were sometimes repelled by his 
bluntness. Among his warm admirers was our late associate 
Col. Thomas Wentworth Higginson, who had known him from 
childhood. He once said to me, in his gentle way, "I have 
known but few men who have improved their opportunities 
for cultivating their minds more sedulously and successfully 
than our friend, but, from his earliest youth, Mr. Davis has 
had a certain roughness of manner which he has never al- 
together laid aside." While we must admit the truth of this 
observation, those of us who best knew Mr. Davis realize that 
his brusqueness was all upon the surface, and that his heart was 
tender and sympathetic as a woman's. The singular sweetness 
of his smile lighted up his face like a burst of sunshine. If 
his frankness occasionally seemed harsh, we felt sure that 
it expressed his honest thought, and when he spoke in 
commendation we were equally sure that he was indulging 
in no empty compliment. His remarkable sagacity and 
success in business enabled him to indulge the generous 
impulses of a benevolent nature, and no appeal for a de- 
serving cause or for the relief of suffering humanity was ever 
unheeded, for the spirit of helpfulness was ever uppermost in 
his thought. 

His interests were in no wise limited to his historical pursuits; 
he was an extensive and intelligent traveller and his descriptions 
of places and people he had seen were most entertaining. 
Blest as he was with a keen sense of humor, his tales of the 
ways and days in the Worcester of his boyhood, accompanied 
by mimicry of some of the old town worthies, will be long 
remembered. 

Mr. Davis was a striking example of the type of New Eng- 
lander now almost passed away — strong, steadfast, if some- 
times a little given to objections yet always fair-minded and 
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open to conviction, generous, warm-hearted, loyal, capable of 
deep devotion, a 

Friend to truth! of soul sincere, 

In action faithful, and in honour clear; 

Who broke no promise, serv'd no private end. 

Fitz-Henry Smith, Jr., of Boston, was elected a Resident 
Member of the Society. 

The Society then proceeded to the business of the Annual 
Meeting, and 

Mr. Endicott read the 

Report of the Council. 

As you all know the Massachusetts Historical Society was 
founded in 1791 and during the many years of its existence 
has never appealed to the public for funds in order to protect its 
many valuable books, manuscripts and collections. When this 
building was erected in 1899, it was thought to be fireproof and 
to have ample storage capacity. But time has changed all that, 
and today we are faced with two facts — the building is not 
sufficiently fireproof and the collections have outgrown the 
storage capacity of a building ill adapted to its needs. No 
changes in the existing building could provide more than tem- 
porary relief, and that would delay the permanent location of 
material in its due sequence and relation. The library is so 
overcrowded that books of some value have been placed in 
wooden shelves in the basement, while others have been kept 
on wooden shelves on the wall of the library. The Winthrop, 
Parkman and Sibley manuscripts are in wooden cases, and not 
in the fireproof stacks, where many of our valuable manuscripts 
are deposited. Our historical collections for want of space are 
exhibited in such a manner that the stranger has the impression 
that the collections do not amount to much, while in reality 
when arranged in proper surroundings, they would be of great 
historical interest and value. 

In April, 19 19, a committee was appointed to raise funds to 
^^ erect and fit with modern library equipment a stack building, 
absolutely fireproof in which its library and manuscripts will be 
placed.'^ In March, 1920, an appeal was issued to the public. 
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It is too early to report results, but in view of our needs and the 
justice of the cause, it does not seem possible that the money 
will not be subscribed to aid the Society in the development of 
plans which have become a necessity. It is not the plan of the 
Committee to conduct an active campaign for this purpose, but 
merely to give an opportunity for friends, whether members 
of the Society or not, to assist us in protecting our collection. 

A special exhibit of the manuscripts, printed books and coins, 
in twenty steel cases, was opened on February 12, and will 
remain open for some months. During the three weeks after 
the opening, upwards of five hundred visitors attended the 
exhibition and showed much interest, as is proven by the fact 
that the Society has since received gifts and deposits of valuable 
material. By showing what collections the Society owns and by 
demonstrating what class of records should be preserved and 
the best manner of preserving them, we can do an immense 
amount to educate people who are interested in historical work. 
It is proposed to hold similar exhibits from time to time, which 
will include loaned books and manuscripts as well as those of the 
Society, and to maintain a permanent exhibit of typical manu- 
scripts. 

During the year, the publications were a volume of Proceed- 
ings, Vol. Lii in the series, and the first volume of the Journals 
of the House of Representatives of Massachusetts, 1715-1717. 
Through the generosity of William Bradford Homer Dowse, a 
gift was received by which we were able to start this important 
historical undertaking — important because it will enable the 
investigators to study these legislative records so essential to 
State, local and family history. It is proposed that one volume 
a year be printed under this fund, and that the Journals be 
reprinted up to the year 1780. 

Photostat reproductions of more than 20,000 prints have 
been made during the past year, and cover a variety of subjects, 
as will be seen from the following: 

The Boston News Letter has been completed to the end of 
1743, making thirty-nine years in all. 

English and American broadsides (150 in all) have been 
printed for subscribing libraries. 

A translation (in manuscript) of an unpublished essay on a 
''New System of Theology'' by Voltaire. 
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A Catechism in Testerian hierogl3rphics, made for the 
Mexican Indians, and a Cajahon manuscript, in the Bowditch 
series. 

The records of the Church of Plymouth, Mass., in three 
volumes. 

The records of the Church of Milton, Mass., 1861-1918. 

In addition our machine has been employed in copying for 
investigators and correspondents such data as they require, thus 
enriching the collections of the Society by what could not 
otherwise be obtained. During the last summer the operator 
visited the Library Company of Philadelphia to photograph 
rarities relating to Massachusetts or the War of Independence, 
and used more than eight hundred plates. As far as can be 
learned, none of this material exists in any library in Massa- 
chusetts. The thanks of the Society are due to the Library 
Company for its courtesy. 

The war involved the destruction of valuable libraries as is 
especially shown in the case of the University of Louvain. 
The great libraries of England, France and Italy removed their 
treasures to places of safety. In order to prevent the destruc- 
tion of material in Europe relating to American history, the 
New York Public Library, the Massachusetts Historical Society, 
and the John Carter Brown Library adopted a plan of repro- 
ducing such material as there was in Europe relating to American 
history, often found in a single copy. Photographic copies of 
books and manuscripts were obtained from Europe and were 
then reproduced by our photostat. 

The subjects for reproduction were obtained from the Bod- 
leian, Public Record Office, London Society of Antiquaries, 
the British Museum, the Bibliotheque Nationale in France, 
the Bibliotheque Royale of Brussels, and from various Spanish 
and Italian libraries. The first reproduction was sent out in 
August, 1919, and by April, 1920, twelve volumes were com- 
pleted and distributed. The nature of the material is indicated 
by the following titles: 

Letter of Columbus (two issues) 1493. 

An oration by Almeida on the Embassy of Obedience of 
Portugal, 1493. 
Letter of Vespucci, 1504 and 1507. 
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Bull of Alexander VI, 1511 (dividing the new world between 
Spain and Portugal). 

Cortes' first two letters summarized in French, 1523. 

Poem by Pietro Arias, 1525 (on Pizarro's expedition). 

Alfonce, Les Voyages Avantureux, 1559. 

Briefe Declaration in the Present State of Things in Virginia, 
1614. 

Carre, Echantillon, 1690 (the first book printed in Boston in 
French). 

Loyalty Vindicated, 1698 (a tract relating to New York, 
but printed in Boston and paid for by the Province) . 

If it was wise to reproduce valuable material found in Euro- 
pean collections, it was thought to be equally wise to reproduce 
such material when found in American libraries. Conse- 
quently it was decided to include the collections of Mr. Henry E. 
Huntington, of New York, and Mr. William L. Clements, of 
Michigan, whose private libraries are notable for their size and 
quality. With these five libraries, strong in early Americana, 
as a foundation, five other libraries, in different parts of the 
country were invited to participate — the Library of Congress, 
the Library of Yale University, the American Antiquarian 
Society, the Newberry Library and the State Historical Society 
of Wisconsin. No two libraries are in one locality, and thus a 
fair distribution is obtained. 

In the coming year, other issues will be made of these 
rarities of Americana, laying the foundation of a collection 
extremely valuable in itself, and admirably adapted to special 
study. 

The number of acquisitions increase yearly, and large addi- 
tions have been made to the files of the Massachusetts news- 
papers. 

Our books, manuscripts and newspapers need constant care 
and attention. The Society once more has an expert repairer 
and each year an immense amount of work is done to put in 
proper condition our unique records. 

While reporting upon what has been done in the past 
year, the Council has not overlooked the fact that our work 
should be broadened, and, in order to accomplish this, special 
funds should be established by our friends and members, to 
enable the Society to maintain its high standard of efficiency. 
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The contemplated fireproof addition to our building will 
solve many existing and difficult problems. 

William C. Endicott. 



Report of the Treasurer. 
In presenting his annual report Mr. Lord said: 

A brief statement of the financial condition of the Society, 
summarizing and supplementing what is set forth in full detail 
in the Treasurer's report may be of interest. 

The property of' the Society may be divided conveniently as 
follows: 

1. The Land and Buildings, which stand on the books at 
$97,990.32 and are valued by the City Assessors at $196,000. 

2. The Library and Collections have never been appraised. 

3. The Investments of the Society are carried on the books, 
as appears in the Investment Account, Exhibit i, of the Treas- 
urer's Report, at $544,513.95, an increase in the invested funds 
the past year of $31,612.98. Of this sum the two Centenary 
funds amount to $84,259.09, of which $77,550.48 is the princi- 
pal of the Sibley Centenary Fund and $6,708.61 is the principal 
of the Anonymous Fund. Under the terms of the bequests the 
income of these funds must be added to the principal until the 
expiration of ohe hundred years from the date of their receipt, 
or, in the case of the Sibley Fund the year 2002, and in the case 
of the Anonymous Fund the year 1991. 

The income of the Society from its Investments credited the 
past year was $29,602.81. From this income must be deducted 
the income of the two Centenary funds, which under the terms 
of the gifts are to be added annually to the principal, amounting 
to $4012.34, and leaving a balance of income from investments 
available for the purposes of the Society under the term of gift 
of $25,590.47. 

May I take this opportunity to call to the attention of the 
Society some facts which are suggestive and may be helpful 
in the determination of the future policy of the Society. 

Of this substantial amount of invested funds from which 
the Society receives its only certain income, approximately 
,000 is invested in the Centenary funds, the income of which 
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is not available for the purposes of the Society for eighty years. 
The accumulated income of the funds applicable only to specific 
purposes, and by reason of the frugality of the expenditures in 
the past or the fact that the appUcation of the income was so 
strictly limited that it made it almost impossible to judiciously 
expend the income in any given year, now amounts to $55,000. 
The history of these funds and the purposes to which the 
income is applicable is fully stated in the treasurer's report 
for the year ending March 31, 1910, Proceedings^ Vol. xliii, 
529, and will justify a careful perusal, and furnishes an 
interesting illustration of the not uncommon mistake of a 
too strict limitation in a gift or bequest to certain specific 
purposes. 

The only certain income is the income from invested funds. 
The gross income of the last two years has been largely in- 
creased by the Dowse gift and by the receipts from the sale of 
publications, electrotype plates, and duplicate books and news- 
papers, and of course cannot be considered as a permanent 
source of revenue. That is a shallow cistern and will yield 
hereafter a scanty, short supply. 

Speaking generally the regular income of the Society may be 
considered as some $26,000. The fixed charges which include 
the care and maintenance of the building, the salaries, and 
certain necessary miscellaneous expenses, are approximately 
$18,000, which leaves a balance, therefore, of $8,000, to which 
may be added with safety, perhaps, the sum of $1,000, receipts 
from the sale of publications. Last year we spent approximately 
for 

Printing $4300 

Binding 2400 

Books 2800 

Additions to Collections . . . 2200 



Making a total of $11,700 

This we were able to do because of the unusual receipts from the 
sources before mentioned. 

The public service of this Society must be exercised in two 
directions; first, in the additions to its library and cabinet; 
second, in its publications. The income from the funds alone 
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for the reasons mentioned will not permit in the future an 
equal extension of the work of the Society in either of the 
directions named. 

REPORT. 

In compliance with the requirements of the By-Laws, Chapter 
VII, Article 2, the Treasurer respectfully submits his Annual 
Report, made up to March 31, 1920. 

The special funds now held by the Treasurer are thirty- two in 
number. A list of these funds, with the income and expenditure 
of each fund the past year, appears in Exhibit V in this report. 
An account of twenty-nine of these funds, giving a brief history 
of each fund, will be found in the Treasurer's Report for the year 
ending March 31, 1910 {Proceedings, XLiii. 529); the thirtieth 
fund is described in the Treasurer's Report for the year ending 
March 31, 191 1 {Proceedings, xliv. 568). The bequest of 
Mrs. Charles Card Smith, amounting to the sum of Fifteen 
Thousand Dollars, has been received and the fund has been 
established in the name of the Charles Card Smith Fund, being 
the thirty-first fund, the income of which fund under vote of the 
Society, is to be applied by vote of the Council to promote the 
objects for which the Society was founded. Special fund num- 
ber thirty-two has been established this year under the name 
of the Adams Fund. This fund now amounts to $17,781.79, 
being the receipts from the royalties on the Autobiography of 
Charles Francis Adams and the Education of Henry Adams. 
The income of this fund is to be applied under vote of the 
Society to the General Account until the further order of the 
Council. 

The receipts from the Photostat were $3724.60 and the ex- 
penditures were $4162.47, leaving a deficit of only $437.87. 

Mr. Dowse has provided for the second volume of the Jour- 
nals of the House of Representatives of Massachusetts, to be 
issued under the terms of his gift. 

The Treasurer has received contributions in aid of the Soci- 
ety's Building Fund amounting to $8840.00, which is deposited 
in the Old Colony Trust Company as a separate deposit. 



152 



MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 



[April, 



INVESTMENTS. 
Schedule of Bonds. 



Rio Grande Western R. R. Co. 

Baltimore & Ohio R. R. Co. 

Atchison, Topeka & Santa F6 R. R. 

Atchison, Topeka & SanU F6 R. R. 

Chicago Jet. & Union Stock Yards 

Oregon Short Line R. R. Co. 

Oregon Short Line R. R. Co. 

Boston & Maine R. R. Co. 

American Tel. & Tel. Co. 

Northern Pacific & Gt. Northern R. R. 

Long Island R. R. Co. 

New York Central & Hudson River R. R. 

Bangor & Aroostook R. R. Co. 

Fitchburg R. R. Co. 

Kansas City, Clinton & Springfield R. R. 

Lowell, Lawrence & Haverhill St. R. R. 

Washington Water Power Co. 

United Electric Securities Co. 

Blackstone Valley Gas & Elec. Co. 

Western Tel. & Tel. Co. 

Seattle Electric Co. 

Detroit Edison Co. 

U. S. Steel Corporation 

Boston Elevated Railway 

New England Tel. & Tel. Co. 

Connecticut Power Co. 

Boston & Albany R. R. Co. 

Cleveland Short Line R. R. Co. 

Arlington Gas Light Co. 

United Elec. Lt. & Power Co. 

Wilmington City Electric Co. 

Old Colony Gas Co. 

Dedham Water Co. 

Railway & Light Securities Co. 

Plymouth Electric Light Co. 

Pere Marquette R. R. 

Pere Marquette R. R. 

New Bedford Gas & Edison Light Co. 

United States Liberty Loan, " Second" 

United States Liberty Loan, "Third" 

United States Liberty Loan, " Fourth " 

United States Victory Loan 

Western Union Tel. Co. 

United States Liberty Loan, Second 

American Tel. & Tel. Co. 
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2,000.00 


6% 


1922 


5,000.00 


4i% 


"converted" 


10,000.00 


4l% 




18,000.00 


4i% 




10,000.00 


4!% 




10,000.00 


5% 


1938 


10,000.00 


4i% 




13,000.00 


6% 


1922 

Par value 


7,000.00 




$429,500.00 



1 1936, 1939, 1940 and 1942. 
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SCBDEDULE OF STOCKS. 

50 Merchants National Bank, Boston . . , $5,000.00 

50 National Union Bank, Boston 5,000.00 

50 Second National Bank, Boston 5,000.00 

50 National Shawmut Bank, Boston 5,000.00 

35 Boston & Albany R. R. Co 3,500.00 

25 Old Colony R. R. Co 2,500.00 

25 Fitchburg R. R. Co. Pfd 2,500.00 

150 Chicago Jet. Rys. & Union Stock Yards Co. Pfd 15,000.00 

75 American Smelting & Refining Co. Pfd 7,500.00 

158 Atchison, Topeka & Santa F6 R. R. Co. Pfd 15,800.00 

302 Kansas City Stock Yards Co. Pfd 30,200.00 

10 Cincinnati Gas & Electric Co 1,000.00 

6 Boston Real Estate Trust 6,000.00 

5 State Street Exchange 500.00 

200 Pacific Mills 20,000.00 

52 Puget Sound Traction Light and Power Co. Pfd 5,200.00 

5 " " " " " " " Common . . . 500.00 

50 American Tel. & Tel. Co 5,000.00 

50 American Sugar Refining Co. Pfd 5,000.00 

1348 Shares Par value $140,200.00 



Schedule of Savings Bank Books. 

M. A. Parker Fund $1,430.10 

Brattle St. Church Model Fund 249.96 

$1,680.06 
Recapitulation. 

Bonds, par value $429,500.00 

Stocks, par value 140,200.00 

Savings Bank Books 1,680.06 

$571,380.06 

Balance Sheet, March 31, 1920. 

Investment Account, Funds, Exhibit II . . . $492,901.31 

Exhibit I $544,513-95 Acomiulated Income of 

Cash on hand. Exhibit IV 3,355-36 Fimds, Exhibit III . . 54,968.00 

$547,869.31 $547,869.31 
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EXHIBIT I. 

Investment Account. 

Balance, April i, 1919 $512,900.97 

Added during year: 

$10,000 Victory Bonds $10,000.00 

10,000 Western Union Telegraph Co. 5% . . . 8,545.00 

7,000 American Tel. & Tel. Co. 6% 6,947.50 

13,000 Liberty Bonds, Second 4 J% 11,872.90 

13,000 Liberty Bonds, Third 12,174.50 

50 Shares Pacific Mills 7,500.00 

Accrued Interest M. A. Parker Savings Bank Book . 62.21 

" " Brattle St. Church Model Bank Book 10.87 57,112.98 

$570,013.95 
Less 

$30,000 United Zinc & Chemical Co 25,500.00 

Balance, March 31, 1920 $544,513.95 



EXHIBIT II. 

iNCREASi; OF FUNDS IN YeAR I919-I920. 

Amount of Funds, April i, 1919 $459,107.18 

Added during year: 
Centenary Funds: 

Anonymous Fund $319.46 

J. L. Sibley Fund • • . • 3,692.88 

Charles Card Smith Fund, balance bequest .... 12,000.00 

Adams Funds, Royalty receipts 17,781.79 33,794.13 

Total of Funds, March 31, 1920 $492,901.31 



EXHIBIT III. 

Accumulated Income of Funds. 

Balance Accumulated Income, April I, 19 19 $55,592.11 

Income during year, Exhibit IV 41,075.84 

$96,667.95 
Expenditures during year, Exhibit TV 37,687.61 

$58,980.34 

Less additions to Centenary Funds . . , 4,012.34 

Balance, March 31, 1920 , $54,968.00 
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EXHIBIT IV. 

Cash Account. 

Balance on handy April i, 1919 $1,798.32 

Receipts during year to March 31, 1920: 
Sales by Library: 

Publications $1,136.94 

Photostat 3,724.60 

Sales of Duplicates 7,141.89 

Sale of Electros 445.18 

Royalties, Little, Brown & Co 3.10 

Gift of W. B. H. Dowse 1,200.00 $13,651.71 

Less Transfer to Adams Fund 2,525.16 

Credited to General Fund Income . 11,126.55 

Interest on Bank Balances 273.40 

" " Savings Bank Books , . 73.08 

Income from Investments 29,602.81 

Total Income f Exhibit V $41,075.84 

Credited to Income of Various Funds $37,063.50 

" " Principal of Centenary Funds 4,012.34 

Balance Legacy of Charles Card Smith 12,000.00 

Adams Fund. Receipts from Houghton & Mifflin Co. $15,256.63 

Transferred from General Fund 2,525.16 17,781.79 

$72^55.95 
Charges during year to March 31, 1920: 

Investment Account: Purchases, Bonds, and Stocks . $57,039.90 

Added to Savings Bank Deposit 73.08 

$57,112.98 
Less United Zinc Chem. Bonds 

sold 25,500.00 

Total Addition J ^lihihitl $31,612.98 

Income Account: 

Binderyj $1,195.86 

Binding 1,120.32 

Books, Pamphlets, Newspapers, and MSS. 2,854.67 
Building: 

Cleaning $588.75 

Engineer 1,088.76 

Fuel 686.00 

Furniture 3,602.40 

Light 371.01 

Repairs 615.75 

Telephone 145.94 

Water 47.60 7,146.21 

Photostat 4,162.47 

Portraits and Medals 2,223.96 

Postage 151.46 



Carryforward $18,854.95 $31,612.98 $72,655.95 
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Cash Account — Continued. 

Brought forward $18,854.95 $31,612.98 $72,655.95 

Printing: 

Proceedings, vol.52 $1,463.46 

Illustrations and Reprints . . 425.37 

Henry Adams 662.04 

Book Plate 150.00 

House Journals 1,590.40 4,291.27 

Miscellaneous 533-25 

Salaries: 
Librarian and Assistants . . . $5,749.98 
Editor and Assistant 6,260.00 12,009.98 

Stationery 77.02 

Treasurer's office: 

Bond $25.00 

Bookkeeper 1,000.00 

Safety Vault 60.00 

Certified Public Accountant . 75.00 1,160.00 

Miscellaneous Expenses 761.14 

Charged Income of Funds, Exhibit V . . . 37,687.61 

Total Payments 69,300.59 

Balance on hand^ March 31, 1920 $3j3S5«36 
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EXfflBIT V. 

Imcohe and Expenditures of Funds for the Year Ending 
March 31, 1920. 



Balance 
Mar.31,'19 



Income 



Expendi- 
tures 



Balance 
Mar. 31/20 



Principal 
of Funds 



Adams , 

Amory 

Appleton 

Bigelow 

Billings 

Brattle St 

Chamberlain . . . 

Dowse 

Ellis 

Frothingham . . . 

General 

Hunnewell . . . . 
Lawrence . . , . 

Lowell 

Mass. Hist. Trust . 

Parker 

Pcabody 

Salisbury . . . . 

Savage 

C. A. L. Sibley . . 
J.L.Sibley . . . 

Slafter 

Chas. Card Smith . 
Waterston No. i . 
Waterston No. 2 . 
Waterston No. 3 . 
Waterston Library 
R. C. Winthrop . . 
T. L. Winthrop . . 
Wm. Winthrop . . 

Totals 



Sibley Centenary . 
Anonymous Centenary 

Total Income, 1920 

Total Funds, March 31, 1920 , 



$1,992.98 
4,858.05 

590.66 
3,825.63 

139.09 

159.52 
250.08 
742.96 

2,775.96 

1,742.56 

2,657.62 
870.52 
465.63 

6,050.34 
19.41 

4,333-86 
261.74 

1,151.96 
600.20 

5,177.94 
266.26 

1,647.31 

4,243.25 
4,218.88 
69.69 
4,471,12 
458.84 
1,550.05 



$55,592.11 



$602.19 

200.58 

815.89 

133.72 

668.60 

10.87 

82.39 

668.60 

2,118.15 

200.58 

14,917.92 

334-30 

200.58 

200.58 

668.60 

62.21 

1,479.14 

334.30 

401.16 

1,504.92 

7,701.40 

66.86 

597.79 

334.30 

668.60 

668.60 

259-09 
668.60 
158.10 
334-88 



$37,063.50 

3,692.88 
319.46 



$41,075.84 



$195.00 

1,260.00 

116.06 

425.37 

47.60 

. 659.98 

2,296.35 

16,585.75 



923.96 

1,174-35 
338.61 
242.49 

1,505.73 

9,918.00 

6.00 

603.25 
289.11 



800.00 
100.00 
200.00 



$37,687.61 



$602.19 
1,998.56 

4,413-94 
608.32 

4,068.86 
149.96 
194.31 
258.70 
564.76 

2,976.54 

74.73 

2,991.92 

1,071.10 

666.21 

5,794-98 

81.62 

4,638.65 

257-43 
1,310.63 

599-39 
2,961.34 

327.14 

597.79 
1,378.36 
4,622.74 
4,887.48 

328.78 
4,339.72 

516.94 
1,684.93 



$17,781.79 
3,000.00 

12,203.00 
2,000.00 

10,000.00 

100.00 

1,232.33 

10,000.00 

31,666.66 
3,000.00 

56,709.16 
S,ooo.oo 
3,000.00 
3,000.00 

10,000.00 
1,000.00 

22,123.00 
5,000.00 
6,000.00 

22,509.48 

121,077.00 

1,000.00 

15,000.00 
5,000.00 

10,000.00 

10,000.00 

3,875.14 

10,000.00 

2,364.66 

5,000.00 



$54,968.00 



$408,642.22 

77,550.48 
6,708.61 



$492,901.31 
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Report of the Auditing Committee. 

The undersigned, a Committee appointed to examine the accounts 
of the Treasurer of the Massachusetts Historical Society as made 
up to April I, 1920, have attended to that duty, and report that 
they find that the securities held by the Treasurer for the several 
funds correspond with the statements in his Annual Report. 

They have engaged the services of Mr. Gideon M. Mansfield, 
Certified Public Accountant, who reports to them that he finds the 
accounts correctly kept and properly vouched, that the balance of 
cash on hand is satisfactorily accounted for, and that the trial bal- 
ance is accurately taken from the ledger. 

Charles Pelham Greenough, 
Henry H. Edes, 

Committee. 
Boston, April 8, 1920. 



Report of the Librarian. 

The Librarian reports that during the last five years there 
have been added to the Library: 





igi6 


igir 


igi8 


1919 


1920 


Books 


910 


2,565 


1,687 


6,133 


3,130 


Pamphlets .... 


1,436 


1,296 


1,516 


1,001 


1,083 


Manuscripts, bound 


84 


155 


27 


166 


125 


Broadsides .... 


54 


96 


181 


909 


147 


Maps 


10 


25 


14 


16 


4 



2,494 4,137 3,425 7,425 4,489 

This total number of pieces offers an encouraging hope for the 
future growth of the Library. From time to time reports have 
been made of the most important gifts, purchases and deposits. 
The Library of Henry Adams has been placed on the shelves 
and catalogued. The Kingsmill Marrs Collection now numbers 
nearly fifteen hundred volumes, having received valuable addi- 
tions from Mrs. Marrs since the gift from her was first recorded 
at the May meeting, 1919. It contains works in the fields of 
English history and biography, and will be kept together as a 
memorial collection, with an appropriate bookplate. Other 
accessions have found their way into the various divisions of 
the Library, while the rarer earlier volimaes have added interest 
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and value to the many treasures which the Society has inherited 
from its long life of a century and a quarter. 

Under a vote of the Council the larger part of the mass of 
duplicates, the accumulation of years, has been sold during the 
year, giving the Library a chance for a little expansion. But 
the overcrowded condition of the Library as a whole still 
presents difficulties in location. Such conditions emphasize 
the need of the proposed addition to the Society's building, in 
which ample provisions will be made for housing our possessions 
for years to come under the best fire-proof conditions. 

Visitors and those making researches from the wealth of 
material which the Library has in store, have been given every 
attention and aid possible on the part of the Library staflE — 
with the hope that the resources of the Society may at last 
come into their rightful and best service. It remains to 
provide adequate space for a reading-room with appropriate 
outfit. 

As the Library has limited means for the purchase of books 
and manuscripts, it must depend largely for future accessions 
upon generous gifts and deposits. The Library needs the works 
of members, and their interest as well, to raise it to a higher 
degree of efficiency. Books of biography, of history, of reference, 
of early imprints, also others which would add value to our 
special collections, and manuscripts, will be welcome additions. 
The Society is grateful for whatever support members and 
friends have given; and rests in the hope that a larger and 
more complete service may be rendered in the education of the 
public. 

Julius Herbert Tuttle, 

Librarian, 

Report of the Cabinet-Keeper. 

It has been the practice for several years to print in the 
Proceedings from month to month the full list of additions to 
the Cabinet and it therefore seems sufficient for this annual 
report to refer to those lists. 

The greatest activity during the year has been in the depart- 
ment of coins, medals and currency, of which the Curator, 
Dr. Malcolm Storer, gives the following summary — ''When I 
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was appointed curator of the coins in 1914 the collection con- 
sisted of 10,425 coins. After disposing of many duplicates it 
stood on May ist, 1919, at 11,689. During the last year I ob- 
tained 155 new Massachusetts pieces, giving us a total of 1845 
Massachusetts pieces." 

Grenville H. Norcross, 

Cabinet-Keeper, 
Boston, April 8, 1920. 

Mr. Edward Gray read the 

Report of the Committee on the Library and Cabinet. 

Your Committee have visited the Library and Cabinet 
under the helpful guidance of Messrs. Norcross, Storer and 
Tuttle and were impressed by the evidence of the want of 
proper space and facilities for receiving and preserving the 
printed and manuscript treasures of the Society. The existing 
shelving is occupied and there is no room available for more; 
the floors are used, but even that imperfect substitute for shelves 
has its limitations. It is becoming increasingly difficult to 
find a place for accessions or for carrying into effect an arrange- 
ment of the Library that will be permanent. The two notable 
accessions of the last year — the libraries of Henry Adams 
and Kingsmill Marrs — have been placed in the stacks and the 
Adams books have been catalogued; but there are many classes 
of the library eccentrically located and there is no possibility of 
making the system more elastic and proper for an historical 
collection under existing conditions. The Committee are con- 
vinced that the only true solution of the problem is the proposed 
addition of a stack to the present building. They do not under- 
take to suggest minor changes, as most of them must follow 
that improvement, and to its accomplishment the energies of the 
Society should be directed. 

Robert G. Shaw 
L. S. Mayo 
Edward Gray 

Mr. Endicott, for the Committee to nominate officers for 
the ensuing year, made a report, upon which a ballot was taken. 
The officers are as follows: 
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President. 
HENRY CABOT LODGE. 

Vice-Presidents. 

WINSLOW WARREN. 

JAMES FORD RHODES. 

Recording Secretary. 
EDWARD STANWOOD. 

Corresponding Secretary. 
WILLIAM ROSCOE THAYER. 

Treasurer. 
ARTHUR LORD. 

Librarian, 
JULIUS HERBERT TUTTLE. 

Cabinet-Keeper. 
GRENVILLE HOWLAND NORCROSS. 

Editor. 
WORTHINGTON CHAUNCEY FORD. 

Member sr at' Large of the Council. 
FREDERICK CHEEVER SHATTUCK. 
CHARLES LEMUEL NICHOLS. 
WILLIAM BRADFORD HOMER DOWSE. 
WILLIAM STURGIS BIGELOW. 
ROGER BIGELOW MERRIMAN. 

Mr. KiNNicuTT read a paper on ^*The Pilgrims of Plymouth 
and the Indians" — to be published elsewhere. 

The Herefordshire Tragedy. 

The following chapbook, of unknown authorship, appeared 
early in in the eighteenth century, without imprint or other 
indication of place of issue. A copy is in the British Museum. 

The I Herefordshire Tragedy; | or, the Cruel Mother-in-Law. | 
Giving I A full and true Relation of a Lady who living in He- j 
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refordshire, who was second Wife to a Merchant, | and he having a 
beautifull Daughter, this Lady never | loved her; and was so curel 
as to bargain with a Sea | Captain to take her beyond Sea. 

Likewise how she was required by her own Son, in | whom she 
took great Delight, who wasted her Sub- | stance, and brought her 
to great Poverty, so that | she had not Bread to eat; but he still 
not being | satisfied, came to her for fresh Supplies, which she | could 
not grant him, so he resolved by some Means | or other to take 
away her Life; upon which he goes to a Lord^s House, and takes 
from thence a golden | Cup, and gave it to his Mother to lock up; 
but she I thinking he would come to an untimely End, she | resolved 
to leave England^ and therefore sold herself | to go beyond Sea. | 

Also, when she came to America , she saw a young | Lady standing 
by the Sea-side, who happened to | be the Child she sold for a Slave; 
So going to her | to crave her Charity, the Lady bid her come in and | 
she would relieve her. The Mother making herself | known, the 
Lady freely forgave her; but her Con- | science troubled her so 
much for what she had done, | that in a short Time after she broke 
her Heart with | Grief and died. | 

Licensed and Entred according to Order. [2] 

The Herefordshire Tragedy, ^c. 

How the old Lady heats and starves the Child; and the Child upon 
her bended Knees ask^d her pardon if she had done any Fault. 

LET every pious Christian lend an Ear, 
' Unto this Tragedy I mention here; 
And Children who now disobediant are. 
Take Warning now by what I shall declare. 

In Herefordshire there lived a Lady bright, 
She was the wife of a most wealthy Knight, 
His second Wife she was, as we hear, 
By his first Wife he had a Daughter dear. 

The Baby being Motherless, we find, 
Her Step-mother used her most unkind. 
Of bitter Blows, and hunger she had share. 
Which from this Infants Eyes drew many a Tear. 

At length this Lady prov'd with Child, we find, 
Which made her use the other more unkind: 
At length this Child said to her Father dear. 
Father, why is my Mother so severe? 
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How the Child complains to her Father of the barbarous and cruel 
Usage of her Mother. 

FOR if I ask her for to give me Bread, 
She cruelly will strike me o'er the Head: 
And if the Servants they are kind to me, 
She turns them from their Place immediately. [3] 

The Father hearing this, he wept amain. 
And instantly goes to his lofty Dame: 
Saying, I pray what do you mean my Dear, 
By using of my Infant so severe. 

She had a Mother once, but now she 's none. 
You shall not wrong her Child, tho' she is gone: 
As God hath sent you Plenty, and to spare. 
Why do you starve my tender Infant dear? 

In a furious Rage she to her Husband said, 
What has she told you that she wanted Bread? 
I will reward her straight for what she's done, 
I'll whip her till the Streams of Blood do run. 

How the Ghost of the Child's Mother appeared to this Cruel Wretch, 
threatening her for her barbarous Usage of the Child. 

ONE Night as she lay upon her Bed, 
A Vision straight unto her appeared; 
The Mother of the injured Infant dear, 
Cloathed in white, which put her Soul in fear. 

Thus spoke the Apparition to the Lady fair, 
"You fill the Arms of my Husband dear; 
But my dear Infant which to him I bore, 
You starve it, tho' the Lord has sent you store. 

But for my Child, which you do now oppress, 
God hear's the Cries of the poor Motherless : 
You '11 be repayed by your own Infant dear, 
For using of my darling Child severe." 

When thus the Spirit spoke it disappeared. 
Leaving this cruel Wretch opprest with fear; 
Who with the Fright in Labour fell that Night, 
And was delivered e'er the Morning light. [4] 
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How she was delivered of a Boy, after which she slighted the Girl 
more than ever, 

THE Child it was a Son, as we do find, 
The Bells did ring for Joy, Bumpers of Wine 
Past merrily for Joy this Babe was born ; 
But yet the other Child was held in scorn. 

The Boy kept like to a Prince of Fame, 
With Servants like wise to attend the same, 
Cloathed in Gold and costly Jewels bright, 
He was his Mother's darling and delight. 

The Father seeing that his Lady fair, 
Was to his little Daughter so severe: 
He said. This in my Child, and therefore I 
Will not let her suffer this Cruelty. 

This Child was charming sure in every Case, 
And she like wise was blest with heavenly Grace; 
Upon her Heart she wore our Saviour dear. 
No outward Pride, but inward Grace and Fear. 



Eow the cruel Mother seeing her beloved, agree^d with a Sea Captain 
to take her beyond Sea, 

[ER Step-mother seeing this Child belov'd, 
. By many Ladies bright, and gallant Lord, 

She was resolved this child to make away. 

So lays a Trap her Life for to betray. 



HI 



She with a Captain bargained out of Hand, 
A Slave to sell her to a foreign Land: 
This cruel Captain, for the sake of Gain, 
He takes this beautious Babe to cross the Main. 

Where we will leave her, and we '11 now return 
Unto her Father, who finding of her gone, [5] 
Enquires for the Darling of his Heart, 
The Mother said, I know not for my Part. 

What can become of her, I do declare, 
I'm griev'd for her, tho' I am so severe: 
I would not have any Harm attend the Child, 
If she's not found, I surely shall run wild. 
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The Father complains for the Loss of his Daughter, and dies with 
Grief, 

^HE Father of this tender Infant dear, 
Finding no Tidings of his Child could hear, 
In little Time with Grief he broke his Heart, 
And now begins his cruel Ladies smart. 



T' 



She soon forgot the tragick Part she 'd done, 
Placing her chief Delight upon her Son: 
As he grew up, all things as he did crave. 
She let him have to keep him fine and brave. 

At ten Years old he 'd curse her to her Face, 
Minding her not at all in any Case; 
And when to fifteen Years of Age he come, 
Into all wicked Courses he did run. 

Whoring, Cards and Dice was his delight. 
Consuming of his Gold both Day and Night: 
The Mother now begins to think upon 
The cruelty she by the Child had done. 

How her Son steals a Gold Cup, which she conceals, 

ONE Day she speaking to him said. My Son, 
What mean you by this wicked Course you run, 
Then Damning her, he straight way to her said, 
I purpose for to make you beg your Bread. [6] 

He minded not her Sighs and bitter Cries, 
Coming one Day to her for fresh Supplies : 
She said, I have not Food to eat God knows. 
So in a Passion straight from her he goes. 

Unto a noble Lord that lived hard by. 
Where on a golden Cup he casts his Eye, 
Saying, if no Money she has got for me, 
I will contrive to take her Life away. 

So he tak^s the Cup and brings it to his Mother, 
Saying, The Cup I stole this for to smother. 
Take it I say and hide it out of Hand 
If it must be so come dont disputing stand. 
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Her Son robs a House, commits Murder, and is hanged, 

WITH trembling Hands from him she took the Cup, 
For fear 't would be found she locked it up : 
While he and his Companions that same Night, 
Contrived a Way to rob this worthy Knight. 

They rob'd the House and kilFd two Serving-men, 
Next Day was apprehended for the same: 
Being then try'd for the same, were doomed to die, 
Oft sheen seeing his Fate, she then did cry. 

She told herself to go o'er the Sea, 
So to America did take her way; 
While Thousands went her dying Son to see, 
These Words he did express when at the Tree. 

Behold an unrelenting Sinner here, 
Who from my Cradle had no Grace to fear; 
My Mother trained me to the Hight of Pride, 
To forward me to Heaven I had no Guide. [7] 

How the Mother goes beyond Sea, and meets with her Daughter-in- 
law, who she had so barbarously abused, 

IN stead of Church' to Balls and Plays she 'd go. 
She ruined my Soul by doing so: 
It is a dismal Story for to tell, 
She brought me up a Fire-brand for Hell. 

My Heart so stubborn is, it will not melt, 
I have no Heart at all for to repent: 
I fear the Lord unto me is severe. 
For the Transactions of my Mother dear. 

What Tongue could now his Mother's Grief impart. 
To have a Son now with such Words depart: 
But as I did relate to you before, 
She was resolv'd to leave great Britain's Shore. 

She in America soon landed there, 
Where soon she did behold the Lady fair; 
Though she'd sent her an Infant o'er the Sea, 
Her Mother knew her Face immediately. 

How she craves, Charity of her Daughter, who kindly relieves her, 
tho^ she had used her so cruelly. 
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SHE goes to her, and falls upon her Knees, 
Saying, Lady fair, I crave your Charity: 
Come in poor Soul, the Lady did reply, 
I will relieve your sad Extremity. 

She flew about the Lady's Neck and cry'd, 
Pardon me Lady, for I am satisfied; 
Instead of succouring me, as I here stand, 
I ought to die, dear Lady, by thy Hand. [8] 

Poor object, then the Lady fair did say, 
What Harm have you now ever done to me: 
If you ever wrong'd me in Deed or Word, 
I forgive you in the Name of the Lord. 

She answer'd You are the Daughter of a Knight, 
I was indeed his second Lady bright. 
And your Step-mother, who basely used thee. 
And sold thee for a Slave beyond the Seas. 

The Lady hearing this she wept amain. 
Saying, Mother dear, I pray your Grief refrain: 
Although so cruel you did prove to me, 
I am resolved to help and succour thee. 

This Kindness made her Conscience fresh to fly. 
Into her Face, to think on the Cruelty: 
Then she relates the the Story of her Son, 
And how the Gallows it did prove his Doom. 

Well, Mother dear, replyed the Lady fair. 
The Lord has bless'd me here with Riches store. 
And I '11 relieve you while that I have Life, 
For to a wealthy Merchant I am Wife. 

In little Time the Mother broke her Heart, 
Death put an End to all her Grief and Smart: 
Step-mothers, and all that's left in Care, 
Of Friendless Babes, be not to them severe. 

For God does for your Infants in Distress, 
He does behold them tho' they 're Motherless: 
So let this be a Warning to you all. 
That now does hear this cruel Lady's fall. 

FINIS. 

Remarks were made during the meeting by Messrs. Norcross 
and TuTTLE. 
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MEMOIR 

OF 

CHARLES RUSSELL CODMAN 

By WILLIAM VAIL KELLEN. 



Col. Charles Russell Codman was born on October 28, 
1829, in Paris, France, where his parents, Charles Russell Cod- 
man, the elder, and Ann McMaster Codman, while abroad were 
temporarily residing. On his father's side he was of English 
stock, being descended from Robert Codman, who appeared in 
Salem in 1637, and from John Winslow, who came over in the 
Fortune in 1623, and his wife Mary Chilton Winslow, who came 
over in the Mayflower in 1620. His mother's ancestry was, on 
her father's side, Scotch, and on her mother's, Dutch, through 
both the Deys and the Van Buskirks. John and Mary Chilton 
Winslow removed to Boston in 1657, ^^d Stephen Codman, a 
son of Richard, settled in Charlestown about 1680. John 
Codman, a son of Stephen, married Parnell Foster, a great- 
granddaughter of John and Mary Chilton Winslow. The min- 
gling of these strains of blood, English, Scotch and Dutch, 
produced a singularly vigorous, aggressive, and persistently 
independent personality. 

Colonel Codman's grandfather, John Codman, was a success- 
ful Boston merchant, and his grandmother was the daughter of 
James Russell, a solid citizen of Charlestown. The family 
home was on Chestnut Street, well down the slope of Beacon 
Hill, the spacious mansion being occupied in recent years for a 
time by Edwin Booth and for many years by Hopkinson's 
School. Time and the Hour, in a sketch of Colonel Codman at 
the age of seventy, in its readable list of ^^ Famous Persons at 
Home," has this to say about it: 
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The Codman family lived in that interesting house on Chestnut 
Street, which stands sidewise, opening on its own garden. It was 
ornamented with some of that purple glass which belonged to a 
period when a certain quantity imported from Europe and used in 
the best houses, developed this color owing to some impurity in the 
manganese. Some folk nowadays think purple glass was significant 
of the purple, or blue, blood of those who had it in their window 
frames, and suppose it was an intentional distinction. The house 
had a conservatory at the end of the garden — a rare thing in those 
days — and a statue before the front door, while the interior pos- 
sessed a handsome winding staircase and double suites of rooms on 
either hand. 

To this fine old house young Codman returned with his 
parents and in it spent the years of his boyhood. After sharing 
the instruction of Henry Cleveland, Judge Cushing, and Frank- 
lin Forbes in Boston, he was sent to Flushing, Long Island, to 
complete his preparation for college under Dr. Muhlenberg. 
"The three years under that good man's influence" were said 
to be "perhaps the most important of his life." In due course 
he entered Harvard College and was graduated in the Class of 
1849. He proceeded to study law in the ofl&ce of Charles G. 
Loring of Boston, a lawyer of wide practice and experience, and 
was admitted to the bar in 1852. For the next ten years, like 
many young men of his class and expectations, he did not en- 
gage in a general practice of the law, but employed his pro- 
fessional knowledge in the conduct of his own affairs, the 
care of trust estates and the like. Independent in fortune, 
the active years of his life thenceforward were devoted in 
ample measure to furthering the interests of the public; as 
churchman, as soldier, as Harvard man, and as a private citi- 
zen he never failed to respond to the call of duty. With his 
power of clear statement, of incisive argument and of forcible 
oratory, if necessity had compelled, and, but for a certain aloof- 
ness, if not coolness, of manner. Colonel Codman must have 
gone far both at the bar and in the world of politics. With these 
limitations, he yet never failed to respond to any genuine 
and urgent call to serve his fellow men, and in one capacity 
or another he was so engaged until the oncoming debility 
of a very advanced age obliged him to retire from all such 
activity. 
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Colonel Codman's earliest public service was rendered as a 
member of the Boston School Committee during 1861 and 1862. 
Those opening years of the Civil War also found him with 
other young Bostonians a member of the First Corps of Cadets, 
the captain of a company and adjutant. The Cadets were 
mustered into the service of the United States on May 26, 
1862, and sent to Fort Warren in Boston Harbor to relieve 
the garrison and to guard certain Southern gentlemen of dis- 
tinction put there for safe-keeping. With them went Captain 
Codman as adjutant. '^ Soon after the Cadets were mustered 
out of service," writes a member of the Corps who served at 
Fort Warren, '^ in July, 1862, a movement was made to organ- 
ize a regiment of volunteers for service in the war, to be 
officered by members of the Cadets. The regiment assembled 
at Readville for drill and formation. Captain Codman was 
the unanimous choice of the men for Colonel. While at Fort 
Warren he had displayed abilities as captain and adjutant. 
A strict disciplinarian, and a man of few words, he won the 
respect and esteem of all the members of the Corps. At all 
times just and impartial, courteous and dignified, he was the 
type of a true soldier. No one would presume to be familiar 
with him, and he was of a serious nature. It was his ability 
and devotion that won for him the popularity he enjoyed." 
This regiment, popularly known as the "Cadet Regiment," 
became the 4Sth Regiment of Massachusetts Volunteers and 
formed a part of the i8th Army Corps. It was engaged in the 
minor battles of Vinton and Whitehall, in North Carolina. 
Under his vigorous and efiicient leadership, the regiment made 
a creditable record throughout its term of service, and was 
mustered out at the end of the enlistment period in July, 
1863. This ended his military career. 

Subsequently he entered upon a career of political activity, 
which, while resulting only in part in his filling elective office, 
reflected all of it great credit upon him and was of benefit to 
the cause of reform and clean politics generally. In 1864, he 
was sent from his senatorial district by a discriminating elector- 
ate to the General Court. He served in the Senate during the 
session of that year, and again in the year following, with 
credit, apparently, but without special prominence. Again, 
after an interval of seven years, he was sent to the Legisla- 



I920.] CHARLES RUSSELL CODMAN. 171 

ture, this time to the House, where he served with unusual 
credit and with increasing reputation from 1872 to 1875. 

Colonel Codman's career in the Legislature, and subsequent 
political activity, has been adequately and sympathetically 
commented upon at length in a tribute rendered before this 
Society by Mr. John T. Morse.^ While Colonel Codman during 
his two terms in the Senate did good work, in the House, as the 
Chairman of the important Committee on the Judiciary, he was 
a conspicuous success. ^^He was masterful," said Mr. Morse, 
^'but neither despotic nor hasty"; he kept ^*an endless proces- 
sion of bills moving rapidly and smoothly; especially he showed 
keen judgment and somewhat imperious decision in separating 
those which deserved consideration from the rubbish which 
belonged in the waste-basket"; ^^his manner was positive and 
decided, but he was invariably fair-minded, patient of argu- 
ment, open to persuasion, courteous and kindly." With a gift 
of oratory ''he did not once make what could be called a 
speech," yet, speaking in a businesslike and straightforward 
way, he influenced more votes ''than could have been done by 
any other half dozen of our would-be orators." "Six years of 
service," continues Mr. Morse, "in the State legislative bodies 
enabled a man of his energy and ability to accomplish a great 
amount of useful work, and to win wide recognition and a high 
reputation throughout the Commonwealth." Such a man, in- 
dependent in fortune, with a genuine talent for public work, 
with an extraordinary ability to sway the minds of men to do the 
right thing, coupled with a willingness divorced from self- 
seeking to devote his time and energies to promoting the com- 
mon weal, should have been kept continuously in the service 
of the state and nation. His membership of the General Court, 
however, marked the end of a promising career as a lawmaker 
and office-holder. 

After completing his last term in the Legislature Colonel 
Codman went abroad with his family, and by reason of domestic 
bereavement, did not return until 1878. In that year he began 
a long and honorable career in the immediate service of his 
alma mater. He first served as a member of the Board of Over- 
seers of Harvard College for two terms of six years each, cover- 

^ Proceedings, lii. 87. 
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ing the years 1878 to 1890 inclusive. It was proof at once of the 
standing he had attained in the community at large, as well as 
of the estimation in which he was held in the college world, that 
upon his election in 1878 he was chosen president of the board 
and filled that ojH&ce during the entire period of twelve years. 
Ineligible for a year at the end of that time for reelection under 
the statute, a year later, in 1 891, he was promptly reelected to 
the board for another six years. During the interim before this 
last election, the Hon. Solomon Lincoln was made president 
and was not superseded in that office when Colonel Codman 
was elected for a third term. For these eighteen years of his 
life. Colonel Codman devoted his energies without stint to 
advancing and conserving the interests of Harvard University. 
A member of the Board of Overseers during the service of 
Colonel Codman as President writes of him that he remembered 
*' several strenuous debates in the Overseers in my time, and 
Colonel Cpdman always showed to advantage as a presiding 
officer, ready, decided, courteous,'' and that while he *^ never 
had occasion to listen to the Colonel as a debater," having left 
the board in 1890, he had understood that ^^he took a prominent 
part in the meetings of his final term of service.'' 

The same year that marked his entrance into the peaceful 
oversight of academic affairs also found Colonel Codman drawn 
into the strife of municipal politics. In 1878, he accepted the 
Republican nomination for the mayoralty of Boston. His 
Democratic opponent was Frederic O. Prince, a respectable 
lawyer, an amiable gentleman of the old school, and a traditional 
politician of the elder Democratic type. Meanwhile, Colonel 
Codman had become an independent Republican, was a reformer 
of sorts, and, especially, what was anathema to the spoilsmen, a 
civil service reformer, so that the odds were all against him in 
this attempt to purify city politics. In spite of these political 
drawbacks, he made a great fight, Mr. Prince becoming mayor 
by a very small margin of votes. 

In 1880, Colonel Codman rendered a signal service to the 
cause of civil service reform, of which he was a consistent and 
ardent advocate, and but for which the merit system might 
have received a serious set-back at the hands of the spoilsmen. 
He was sent as a delegate to the Republican Convention of 
1880 at Chicago. The Committee on Resolutions, in a majority 



I920.] CHARLES RUSSELL CODMAN. 1 73 

report, made no reference to the vital question of civil service 
reform, but on the floor of the Convention, James M. Barker of 
Pittsfield, afterwards Mr. Justice Barker of the Supreme Judi- 
cial Court, moved an amendment committing the party to it. 
Objections were made, and, says Mr. James Ford Rhodes: 
''The result looked uncertain, but Charles R. Codman, another 
Massachusetts delegate, made a vigorous remonstrance against 
an indicated tendency to shelve the subject, and, after some 
further discussion, the Civil Service Reform plank was adopted 
by a viva voce vote." 

It was, however, in the Blaine Campaign of 1884 that Colonel 
Codman rendered his most notable political service to the 
country, and added greatly to his own reputation as a sturdy 
fighter and consistent reformer. It was very largely due to him 
and his fellow '^ Mugwumps," particularly to his combination 
in his own person of fighting capacity and shrewd political 
management, that Grover Cleveland was elected President. For 
the first time in a presidential campaign the vital issues were 
the Spoils System versus the Merit System, and Bribery and 
Corruption versus Purity, in the administration of national 
affairs. Many upright and leading Republicans decided to 
support Mr. Blaine, and clean house afterwards within the 
Republican Party; not so Colonel Codman and his independent 
associates. A meeting was held in New York of Independents 
and Civil Service Reformers, at the old University Clubhouse in 
Madison Square, and an organization was effected. Colonel 
Codman made a ringing speech of protest and defiance, and the 
campaign was launched. ''The Committee of One Hundred," 
as the executive committee of the Mugwump movement was 
called, was formed, and Colonel Codman was made a member. 
His services on this committee in furthering and directing the 
campaign were brilliant and preeminent. He was a veritable 
Boanerges of the platform, his hammerlike oratory dealing 
smashing blows at the forces of reaction and corruption. His 
was not to "tickle the ears of the groundlings" through stump- 
speech oratory, but by appeals to the independent judgment of 
a sufficient number of lightly held party men of reforming pro- 
clivities to turn the election. In voice, manner and matter, he 
was a bold and most impressive speaker; disdaining the gentle 
art of persuasion, he flayed his opponents by forceful statement 
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and unanswerable argument. At his best, no more effective 
speaker ever mounted an American platform, but it must be 
conceded that his oratory swayed an audience in the proportion 
that intelligence and thoughtfulness predominated in it. As a 
result of this presidential campaign Colonel Codman became a 
Cleveland Democrat, but sturdily refused to accept of&ce 
under the new Administration. 

Later, in 1885, in the campaign in Massachusetts against 
the reelection of Benjamin F. Butler as Governor, Colonel 
Codman's type of oratory, freely exhibited on many a platform, 
played an important part in the overthrow of that prince of 
demagogues and in the election of George D. Robinson. 

Only once more did Colonel Codman enter the political field 
as a candidate for public office. He appeared for the first time 
as a Democratic candidate, but for a second time in the familiar 
role of leader of a forlorn hope. He had taken up his legal resi- 
dence at Cotuit on Cape Cod, his summer home, subsequent to 
which, in 1890, he was induced to accept a nomination for 
Congress as a tariff reformer on the Democratic ticket from the 
Cape District. The district was overwhelmingly Republican 
and his opponent for the seat was a staunch and much-respected 
citizen of the city of New Bedford. Yet here again in the cause 
of tariff reform, and of other reform issues. Colonel Codman 
displayed the same vote-getting qualities in his appeals to the 
reason and sober sense of his audiences, and though his gallant 
fight did not win for him a seat in Congress but resulted 
in his defeat, he was not disgraced. This campaign marked 
the end of his political career and henceforth he was content 
to lead the life of a ^Hypical, honored, independent citizen," 
though in other walks he continued in the service of his 
fellows. 

Colonel Codman was a lifelong and devout member of 
the Episcopal Church, and served as a vestryman, and success- 
ively as Junior Warden and Senior Warden, of Trinity Church 
in the City of Boston for upwards of fifty years. He was elected 
a vestryman for the first time at the annual meeting of the Pro- 
prietors on Easter Monday, April 2^, 1867. He became Junior 
Warden on April 14, 1873, ^^d Senior Warden on April 4, 1904, 
rounding out his faithful service to the parish in that capacity 
in his 89th year on March 28, 1917. He rarely missed the 
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yearly meeting of the Proprietors on Easter Monday, and pre- 
sided over that meeting as Senior Warden and at the meetings 
of the Vestry with great dignity. He was a great admirer and 
staunch friend of Phillips Brooks, and when as Warden it 
became his special care he showed a constant interest and took 
great pride in the upkeep of the fine church on Copley Square 
which is that great preacher's monument. It was only when 
declining years and failing powers made the burden and re- 
sponsibility of the position too heavy that, at the close of his 
fiftieth year of service, he finally relinquished the office of 
Senior Warden. 

Colonel Codman was elected to membership in this Society 
on April 13, 1893. He served on the Council during the years 
1896-1898 inclusive, presenting its report to the Society for 
the year last named. Thereafter, he served the Society on the 
House Committee from 1899 to 1905 inclusive. His attendance 
upon the meetings of the Society and his service on Committees 
showed his interest in its work, and he frequently took part 
in the proceedings. At the May meeting of 1895 ^^ rendered 
a tribute to the Hon. Leverett Saltonstall, and subsequently 
wrote a memoir of him which in depicting the independent and 
non-partisan attitude while in office of that fine man and 
conscientious public servant might well be taken as an auto- 
biographic sketch of his own rule of conduct towards public 
affairs. In October, 191 1, he paid feeling tribute to his class- 
mate, Gamaliel Bradford, and again, in November, 1913, as he 
was rounding out his 84th year, a like tribute to Thornton K. 
Lothrop, another classmate. 

For many years, while that militant organization, the 
Massachusetts Reform Club, was doing effective educational 
work in civics and politics. Colonel Codman was an active 
participating member, and for a time served as its president. 
He was also a member of the Massachusetts Commandery of the 
Loyal Legion. He was at one time President of the Massa- 
chusetts State Homeopathic Hospital and of the Boston Provi- 
dent Association; he was also a Trustee of the State Insane 
Asylum in Westborough. 

Colonel Codman during the last years of his long and useful 
life lived during the winter in Brookline, but passed his summers 
at Cotuit on the south side of Cape Cod, where he died in 
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his 89th year on October 5, 1918. He was survived by three 
sons and two daughters, Russell Sturgis Codman, John Sturgis 
Codman, Julian Codman, Ann McMaster, wife of Henry B. 
Cabot of Brookline, and Susan Welles, wife of Redington Fiske 
of Needham. 



